Flnd amlcable
solutlon to

~issue. o | _ .
-~ By reachlng out to these partners Gov-

| ernment would not only demonstrate good- |
~will, but also the ‘ability and erhngness to |
hsten even 1f that Would mean agreemg to |

dlsagree

- Thej 1ssue of BIG 1s paramount and touch-— -

| es at the very heart of poverty alleviation. It |
[ is central to all efforts that aim at 1rnprov-'
| ing the welfare of Namibians. Hence, this
| is one issue that should naturally unite all

stakeholders and partners.

By most accounts, the organrsatlons that -

torm BIG are a credlble lot and ones whose
~ leaders have inte grrty and good credentials.
- The followmg are the BIG partners — the

- Council of Churches in Namibia (CCN), Na-.
~ tional Network of HIV Service Organrsatrons |
(NANASO), Church Alliance for Orphans |
(CATO), Legal Assistance Centre (LAC), |
-Natlonal Youth Council (NYCO), Evangelrcal |
| Lutheran Church in the Republic of Namibia |

_;..(ELCRN) and the Labour Resource and

Research Institute (LaRRI).

At least some, if not most, of these or-
- ganisations have a history of standing for the |

| downtrodden and fighting for justice. They

| cared for Namibians’ spiritual and material |

‘needs during the dark days of apartherd and
_colonialism.

| The Councrl of Churches of Nam1b1a '
- ’_Evangellcal Lutheran Church and the Na- |
| mibia National Student Organlsatlon are |
all long—trme liberation struggle partners of
| the ruling party They played a pivotal role |
{ 1nside the country and stayed on the srde of

| the oppressed.

GOVERNMENT ought to reach out to its |
| social partners on the other side of the BIG |
d1v1de and seek consensus on this cardmal 1

Ideally, therefore, the ruling class and |
these partners have to remain engaged in}|

the fulfilment of the social contract with the |
Namibian people. The relationship between |

these organisations and the ruling party that

| is cemented by a common mission and vi- |
| sion dating back to the days of the liberation |
| struggle should never be comprorrnsed onthe |
 altar of expediency. | |
‘Put simply, the BIG partners are natural
- and historical allies of the ruling party and |
‘they, together, should remain seized with |
the current challenges that Namibians face. |
| What is more, the BIG partners represent the |
“same constltuency as today’s rulers. o
All these factors put together necess1tate i
~ that both Government and the BIG partners |
come together and consult on BIG Itis un- |

healthy for them to communicate through the

media and other forums on a crucial subject
| such as this. Working at cross-—purposes 1S
ot an option either. S _
- Aspartners, they owe it to the general popu- 1
| lation to find workable solutions to their plight. |
The pubhc is not interested in knowmg whois
- right or wrong. All they require is a solution to |
their plight by their respective leaders.
Leaders should be able to rise above __
their d1fferences during difficult times and
indeed, these are drfﬁcult trmes for most
Narmb1ans ' | |




